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A Year of Growth? 


By CHARLES A. WELLS 


A summary of the advances made by the 
churches of America during the past year ac- 
claims it as the greatest period of religious 
growth in our history. In terms of numerical 
gains, new members, baptisms, money raised, 
and funds spent on new buildings, it was in- 
deed the greatest year. So it would stand, ex- 
cept that other records were broken last year 
also which cloud the sky. Increases in divorce, 
juvenile delinquency, crime, and alcoholism 
cast a heavy shadow over the achievements of 
the chruch. Can the growth of the church be 
really measured by its gains in numbers and 
property, without also taking into account the 
measure of its influence upon the life around it? 
The church seems to have had a great year in 





1954 in terms of what it gathered unto itself, 
but a rather discouraging year in terms of its 
influence upon trends in society. Perhaps now 
that the impressive growth withinthe church has 
been accomplished, we shall see its influence 
increase over the life of our nation during this 
year and the following years. Even police and 
law-enforcement agencies, alarmed over our 
moral trends, are asking for an increase of 
religious influence in the life of America. 
----Missions 


LET’S USE THIS MAN, 
WHILE WE CAN 


Glenn Cunningham will be back ip New Jer- 
sey September 19 to 30, 1955. He is scheduled 
in 30 high schools and at least three churches. 
One minister who had him last year is having 
him again. Three high schools are taking him 
for return visits. Churches. and groups of church- 
es would do well to hear him on week nights. 
Men’s fellowships or youth rallies would be 
thrilled and siirred by hearing him. Write or call 
The Temperance League, 1001 Broad Street, 
Newark 2, N. J. Telephone: MArket 2-4386 


THE FIGHT IS ON 

We congratulate the Revs. Loriot D. Bozorth, 
R. G. Morgan, Thomas A. McGregor, R. K. Hill, 
Joel Duncan and all those associated with them 
in a renewed fight to protect Sunday from the 
open Saloon in Gloucester City. 

They won, in 1952, on the question, ‘‘Shall 
the sale of alcoholic beverages be permitted on 
Sundays?’’ The law provides that this issue 
shall not be on the ballot again before 1957. But 
the A.B.C. Director has ruled that a petition to 
allow sales between 3 P. M. and midnight can 
force another vote on the issue, this fall. It is 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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QUALITY IS ESSENTIAL 

When we are ill the doctors have choice of 
a wide range of possible steps for our recovery. 
Infection may call for surgery. But, if it be 
general in- the system, it must be fought from 
within, with wonder drugs, antibiotic serums; 
sometimes with transfusion of clean blood. But 
such blood must be of right quality. 

Our nation is desperately ill, dangerously 
afflicted. Ours is deep-seated illness of the 
soul, moral and spiritual debility, manifested 
in shocking breakdown of personal and public 
integrity and in all forms of erroneous living. It 


grows out of misinformed, crooked ways of 
thinking. And nothing is more communicable 


than thought. 

Christ’s purpose for his people is that they 
shall be ‘‘for the healing of the nations.’’ Never 
can they do this by merely reflecting the fal- 
lacies of their generation. Jesus saves men be- 
cause he is the truth. And his words are truth. 
To be helpful our thinking must be the truth. 
Only as by living and teaching we demonstrate 
a truer, wiser way can we lead our people out 
of this wilderness of sin. Christians, one by one, 
must be so different that people will be impress- 
ed and convinced and won. 

A larger number of members listed is not our 
greatest need. But that we all shine more 
brightly in the darkness around us. 


Perhaps the commonest and most disastrous 
failure in responsibility is Christians indulging 
in alcoholic beverages. 

As in the beginning of the coming of the 
Kingdom, God’s people must be led to repentance. 


SENTIMENT GROWING 

Commenting on the rampant practice of ser- 
ing alcoholic drinks on commercial transport 
lanes, The Clipsheet says: ‘‘The present 
end is toward more liquor in the air, rather than 
ess; but sentiment against the practice is 
wing. The companies, their pilots and stew- 
esses are unhappy with the situation; and 
e public is becoming concerned.’’ 

Well, hadn’t we better be concerned? Steward- 
esses feel that handling ‘‘delightfully devilish’’ 
sengers is no fun. Drinking in planes en- 
ngers all on board. None know this better 
an the pilots and stewardesses, whose own 
afety is daily jeopardized. 


DID YOU KNOW? 

‘*More than half of all arrests reported to the 
FBI in 1954 were related to drinking.’’ 

**Since 1950 the crime rate has outstripped 
the nation’s population growth almost four to 
one, according to FBI Director, J. Edgar Hoover.’’ 

--- Clipsheet 


HAD YOU THOUGHT? 

Assistant District Attorney Warren H. Lind- 
berg, of Brocton, Massachusetts says that the 
total charitable and public costs of liquor re- 
lated cases in that city are more than $2,080,000 
a year. Any income from taxing the business is 
but a fraction of this great sum. It is always so. 














‘Alcohol affects first the higher brain -- that 
part which has to do with conscience, judgment, 
self-control, and moral behavior. After a few 
drinks a man’s judgment is not good. When a 
drink puts to sleep the higher brain, his animal 
instincts take control.’’ Then anything can 
happen. It frequently does, to the grief of 
millions. 





Dr. Haven Emerson, noted New York authority, 
says: ‘‘Alcoholism is a self-inflicted poisioning 
by a narcotic drug.’’ 





Bernard Shaw said: ‘‘Alcohol knocks off the 
last inch of efficiency which, in all really fine 
work, makes the difference betweenfirst-rate and 
second-rate. ’’ 
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PEOPLE ARE FUNNY 

We have seen whole communities up in arms, 
protesting industrial pollution of air with fumes, 
dust, and poisons. They claimed the right to 
clean air. 

Watch some of the same individuals in the 
country, at the shore or on a mountain, where 
God’s purest air abounds. Too many of 
them refuse to give pure air to their lungs. In- 
stead, they personally mix it with rank impurity, 
even as it enters. 


CONCERN FOR PEOPLE 

Basically, the concern of the organized 
temperance movement has been for people, to 
prevent damage to health and personality re- 
sulting from the use of alcohol, to guard against 
moral and spiritual decay. Our belief is that the 
united church frontagainst alcohol is imperative. 
-—Clayton M. Wallace - NTL Executive Dir. 








READ THIS, THEN BOIL, THEN FIGHT 
Dear Mr. McDonald: May 5, 1955 

I returned your previous envelope unfilled be- 
cause I have been so ill, following my accident 
December 22, and just got out of the hospital, 
with finances badly affected. 

How the picture has now changed! I just 
learned, today, that it was a DRINKING DRIVER 
who ran me down---- a teetotaler pedestrian, 
just going to work --- here in Verona, on Decem- 
ber 22. It has taken away the sight of my left 


eye for good, and fractured my legs in ten places. 


It will probably be a year or more before I can 
work again, if ever. It is mightily discouraging. 
But one thing I CAN do, even tho’ my head is 
still not clear, following the terrific concussion; 
and that is, make a small contribution NOW. 

It is given with the prayer that you use it 
particularly in the fight to keep auto drivers 
AWAY from liquor and beer. If this driver had 
kept away from this infamous wet Christmas 
party, I would probably still be a happy U. S. 
postal transportation clerk AND a writer of 
books and magazine articles, fairly success- 
fully, as before. Now I say, more than ever 
before, NEVER TAKE THAT FIRST DRINK!! 


Yours for a dry America, 
Bryant Alden Long. 
It’s no worse to travel a mountain road with- 
out brakes than to drive a car after drinking. 
Dr. William Brady 








INTERESTED IN YOUR CHILD 


The brewers already have their eyes on a 
new crop of young customers! In another four 
years the industry will begin cashing in on the 
increase in the United States birth rate, and 
by 1960 can anticipate sales of 100,000,000 
barrels of malt beverages compared to the 1953 
figure of 86,000,000, says Arno H. Johnson, 
brewing executive. 


“EACH ONE TEACH ONE” 
Former President William Howard Perry 
Faunce, of Brown University wrote that most of 
the teaching we do is when we are not intending 
to teach at all. It is the impact of our character 
and example. 


WHAT WAS THAT ABOUT 
A FREE AMERICAN PRESS? 

Congressman Eugene Siler, of Kentucky, is 
the author of House Bill 4627 which aims to ban 
liquor advertising over radio and television. 
On June 7th he read into the Congressional Rec- 
ord quotations from magazine articles to show 
the purpose of distillers et cetera to control 
the editorial and news policies of our newspapers. 

George Mosley, vice president in charge of 
advertising and sales promotion for Seagram 
Distillers Co., speaking to representatives of 
about 160 newspapers, said: ‘‘We’re looking for 
constructive merchandising suggestions from 
all the media in which we spend our money.”’ 
They were asked for choice location of liquor 
ads in the Newspapers, as well as ‘‘editorial 
support.’’ The whip hand held the threat of 
loss of advertising income, unless the publish- 
ers cooperate satisfactorily. 

The Christian Century is quoted by Mr. Siler, 
from an article under the heading: DOES BEER 
BELONG TO RADIO-TV, OR RADIO-TV BE- 
LONG TO BEER? This refers to the brazen, 
and now familiar, statement by Mr. Robert C. 
Kintner, president of the American Broadcast- 
ing Company, that ABC is a willing servant of 
the beer industry and his declaring that ‘‘The 
part radio and televisionhas played in helping 
you in bringing beer into the home has been a 
part of which we are proud.’’ 

Isn’t it time more of us became not only in- 
dignant, but fighting angry? Write your congress- 
men to vote for the enactment of the Siler Bill 
and kill this interstate advertising. 
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WE ARE TRYING 


Read This: 
January 16, 1955 


I am writing a few lines to thank you for send} 


ing Glenn Cunningham to Rancocas Valley 
Regional High School, which is located in Mount 
Holly. Our school enjoyed Dr. Cunningham’s 
speech very much, and I am sure some students 
have greatly benefitted from it. We are looking 
forward to hearing him again. 
Sincerely, 
Libby Heimback, a student. 


BY REQUEST 


Glenn Cunningham will be back in New 
Jersey’in September. Of the thirty high schools 
that will hear him, three heard him last year. 
Like Libby, above, they wanted him again. 
After having him for two lectures in his school, 
last year, one principal, who has moved, is hav- 
ing Dr. Cunningham in his new school. Yes, he 
is quite popular. 


FOLLOWING IS THE SCHEDULE 


SEPTEMBER 

18: Northfield Baptist and First Metho- 
dist, Collingswood. 
Cape May, Wildwood, Cape May 
Court House, Barnegat H. S. 
Vineland, Egg Harbor, Pleasant- 
ville, Tuckerton High Schools 
Haddon Heights, MorristownH. S. 
N. Plainfield, Bound Brook, 
Dunellen, Summit Jr. Schools 
Columbia, Maplewood, Livingston 
High Schools. 
Haddonfield First Baptist Church 
Arts H. S., Newark, New Bruns- 
wick High. 
Red Bank, Rumson, Atlantic High- 
lands, Ocean Grove Highs. 
Montclair, Chatham, Verona Highs. 
Leonia, Northern Valley Regional, 
Mountain Lakes High Schools. 
Roselle Pk., Allentown High Schools. 








19: 


20: 


aa 
22: 


23: 


25: 
26: 


ae: 


28: 
29: 


30: 





Even though he ‘‘can take it’’, the light 
drinker encouarges the habit-forming practice 
thatis certain to enslave, ‘‘as alcoholic ad- 


dicts, one-third of those who begin to drink.’’ 
--Dr. W H Mavn 


THE FIGHT IS ON 
(Continued) 
claimed that, since the wording is not the Same, 
the five years waiting period is not binding. 

What kind of reasoning is it which is blind 
to the fact that ‘‘no sales on Sunday’’ includes 
‘no sales from 3 to 12’’? Ever since the vote in 
1952, that has been the interpretation put on 
the decision by all interested parties. There has 
been no opening in those hours. 

Now, who is friendly to whom? 

Every Christian should pray for these vali- 
ants who are facing the issue courageously in 
Gloucester City. The Temperance League of 
New Jersey is giving every possible help. 


WHEN SHALL WE LEARN? 


In their recent book ALCOHOL EXPLORED, 
Drs. H. W. Haggard and E. M. Jellinek focusnew 
light on the subject of drinking. Alcohol, they 
say, is not good for colds. In fact it tends to 
increase the acidity of the blood, and could 
even make a cold worse. And even a small 
amount of alcohol can affect muscular control. 

---Indiana Issue 


SOUNDS SANE 

About the remark of Jesus that ‘‘No man put- 
teth new wine in old bottles’’ (Mark 2:22), Dr. 
Sam Morris says: ‘‘Now when He spoke of ‘new 
wine’ He wasn’t talking about fermented, intoxi- 
cating wine. You could put all that you wanted 
into an old stretched wine skin and it would 
never burst the skin, because it has already 
fermented and expanded., He was talking about 
unfermented, non-intoxicating grape juice. If 
you put that into an old stretched wine skin, it 
will ferment, expand and burst the bottle. But 
He called it ‘wine’,’’ 








‘*Temperance is the control of self by self; con- 
trol of the lower self by the higher self.’’ 





TEMPERANCE LEAGUE OF NEW JERSEY 
1001 BROAD ST., NEWARK 2, N. J. 


To aid in continuing and increasing League work | 
will give $ now; 
NAME 

ADDRESS 


$ per month; $ peryr. 
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